34                      III. The Development of the Soroban.
the modern Empire, the books of this library were dispersed and the manuscript in question seems to have been irretrievably lost. That Uchida claims to have seen it we have been personally informed both by Mr. Kawakita and by Mr. N. Oka-moto, to whom he told the circumstance. Nevertheless as historical evidence all this is practically worthless. Uchida was a learned man, but his reputation was not above reproach. He never told the story until the manuscript had disappeared, and no one has the slightest idea of the age, the character, or the reliability of the document Moreover the older writers make no mention of this Chinese journey, as witness the Araki Son-yei Chadan which was written only a century after Mori lived and which gives a sketch of his life and a brief statement concerning the early Japanese mathematics. In Murai's Sampo Duski-mon,* written nearly a century later still, no mention is made of the matter. Indeed, it is not until after the story was started by Uchida that we ever hear of it*
But whether or not Mori went to China, he did much for mathematics and he was an expert in the manipulation of the soroban. He was also possessed of a well-known Chinese treatise on the swan-fan, written by Chfeng Tai-wei* and published in IS93,4 a work that greatly influenced Japanese mathematics even long after Mori's death. Mdri himself published a work on arithmetic in two books entitled Kijo Ranjo^ and he left a manuscript on mathematics written in 2628,* Both have been lost, however, and of the contents of neither
i Book I, chapter on the Origin of Arithmetic, published in a The oldest manuscript that we have found that Hpeakt of it is S
Suka Jimmd-Shi, but since the  author was a contemporary of Uchida he
probably simply related the latter's story.
3  Erroneously given in ENDO as Ju Szu-pu.    Book I, p. 45.
4  The Suan-fa T*ung-tsong,
5  The Kijoho  method of division on the soroban, described later.   See MURAI, SampS Doshi-mbn, 1781, Book I; and ENDO, Book I, p. 45*
6  This fact is recorded in an anonymous manuscript entitled Sattwa Zui* hitm, which relates that the original manuscript, signed and sealed by Mtlri himself, was in the possession of a mathematician named Kubodera early in the nineteenth century.